
THE RESERVES AT FREDERICKSBURG
- m - -

Superb Gallantry of Meades Pennsylvanians Who Pierced the
Rebel Lines and Lacking Support Were Hurled Back by Over
whelming Numbers

By H F CHRISTY Co C lllh Regt Pa R V C

I have heard and read a great deal
about the charge of Picketts Division at
Gettysburg July 3 1SG3 and I am will-

ing

¬

to concede that from all I have heard
and read it was one of the sublimcst
spectacles of all military history reflect

ins equal credit on the troops who made
the charge anil on those who resisted it
but there was another episode of the war
nf lp rebellion of which I have heard
little and read less an episode the record
of which seems to be like the short aud
elmple annals of the poor while deserv ¬

ing all the publicity and all the applause
given the heroes of Picketts charge with
the additional glory of having been ex ¬

hibited in a good cause I allude to the
charge of the Pennsylvania Keserves at
Fredericksburg Va on Dec 13 1SG-1-

It is not mv purpose to give a history
of the Fredericksburg battle nor to criti-

cise

¬

that wonderful campaign principally
trnniWfiil because inexplicable but 1

purpose telling from the standpoint of a
private soldier what I saw a part of
which I was on that awful day as I
remember it

We the Pennsylvania Reserves left our
camp at Brookss Station near Aquia
Creek on the night of Dec 10 and with
the usual toil and weariness incident to
a night march arrived at Stafford Ilights
opposite Fredericksburg about 2 oclock
on the morning of the 11th and descend-
ing

¬

thence to the river opposite the Bar-

nard
¬

House at what afterwards became
Franklins Crossing went into bivouac

about 3 oclock a m our advance being
thrown forward and kept on duty pro-

tecting
¬

the pontoniers who were building
a bridge across the Rappahannock About
daylight of the 11th our batteries on Staf-

ford
¬

llights said to number 150 guns
nnpnpd on the city of Fredericksburg
playing over us who were on the rner
bank possibly 150 feet below them The
sudden opening of this fearful cannonade
awoke us all but being excessively weary
from our night march we simply turned
over under our blankets and went to sleep
again For myself I can say truthfully
that I never slept more soundly or rested
more comfortably than during the five or
six hours between the time of our arrival
and the breakfast hour nor did I ever
better enjoy a meal than our coffee ba¬

con and hardtack that morning notwith-
standing

¬

the nwful racket kept up by the
artillery and with the conviction that we
were likely at any moment to be called
into action

Before breakfast was over bridge
builders were being brought back killed
or wounded by sharpshooters across the
river who had discovered their where-

abouts
¬

and interrupted their work
ACBOSS THE RAITAHANNOCir

We lay here till Friday morning the
12th when the bridge being completed
we crossed to the south side of the river
at almost the exact spot where on the
10th of June previous we had embarked
to reinforce the Army of the Potomac
en the Peninsula before Richmond

Having been captured at Gainess Mill
and after exchange sent on detached duty
to Craney Island at the mouth of Eliza-

beth
¬

River rejoined the regiment on Nov
13 at Rappahannock Station I was un-

familiar
¬

with the organization of the di ¬

vision at Fredericksburg but I remember
that Gen Meade was in command and
that-- our brigade the Third was under
the command of Gen C Fegcr Jackson
formerly Colonel of the 9th Regt

After crossing the river we marched
down its right bank toward the Massa ¬

ponax IUvcr and went into bivouac for
the night forming the extreme right of
that part of the army on the south side

Early next morning Dec 13 we were
moved out to the south from the river to-

ward
¬

the railroad and by 10 oclock were
posted at the extreme left and front of
the army at a point called Hamiltons
Crossing where the wagon road crosses
the Richmond Fredericksburg Railroad
We were I should say about a quarter
of a mile from the railroad our regiment
the 11th of the Reserves forming the ex-

treme
¬

left and facing down the river
thus standing perpendicular to the main
line and forming the angle In this posi-

tion
¬

we lay until after 1 oclock p m
exposed to an enfilading fire from the bat-
teries

¬

of Stuart occupying the plateau
on our left toward the Massaponax as
well as from a battery on our left front
of the hill above the crossing before re¬

ferred to

death or CArx btewart
Though but comparatively little harm

was done by this cannonade yet it was
xery annoying occasionally catching some
unwary or reckless fellow who was neg ¬

lecting the general order to lie down in
order to conceal our position from the
enemy as much as possible One of the
victims of the disobedience of this order
was Capt Stewart of Co D of our reg ¬

iment as fine looking man as one would
meet in a days travel Large portly
and dignified he stood at the head of bis
company observing the artillery practice
of the enemy manifesting as little ex-
citement

¬

as an ordinary man would show
while watching a simple exhibition of
Fourth-of-Jul- y fireworks The guns of
the enemy though in plain sight both
on the hill and plateau were perhaps
three quarters of a mile away and the
diagonal track of their shots could be
traced in the air leaving a trail much
like the tail of a comet

Standing up the Captain could see the
discharge of a gun quite an appreciable
time before the shot arrived and by the
appearance of the flame at the cannons
mouth give a pretty fair guess as to where
the shot was likely to strike The enemys
gunners were getting quite uncomfortably
well assured as to our position and the
Captain himself was a dead give away
One man in Co A had already been
killed while shot and shell were falling
In dangerous proximity to us usually in
our rear At each discharge of a gun of
the enemy the Captain would call out

Lie low boys another shot coming
or something of similar import

I was near the left of our company C
and so near the right of Co D not more
than three files from the Captain at the
head of his company Of a sudden I no-
ticed

¬

him make a movement as If to
dodge a ball as we used to do at school
but the movement was too late a solid
ahot struck him in the breast aud he fell
to his right and rear over my feet Corpl
Heckert of Co C was the first to move
to his relief The Captain recognized him
calling him Mike but that was all I
heard him say I think he was dead in
less than half a minute after he was
struck This was merely an incident asingle episode in one of the greatest trag ¬

edies oTer enacted
CHARGE OF THE PEXXSTLVAKIA RESERVES

Very shortly after this our regiment
was moved forward Into line with the
rest of the division facing Hamiltons
Crossing and the bights extending north-
ward

¬

the crest of which bristled with
earthworks covering presumably a heavy
force of infantry and our batteries hav ¬

ing temporarily quieted those of the en ¬

emy immediately in our left front the
forward movement was ordered

In our immediate front the ground was
n open field for a full half mile through

the center of which ran the railroad
through a ehallow cut on reaching whichtoe regiment involuntarily made a mo ¬

mentary halt It was but for a moment
but a fatal moment the enemy having
the exact range of the position and lit¬

erally fllliBg It with shot and shell Still
Forward was the word and we moved

toward the summit of the hill at a double
rtulck loading and firing as wo ran Theenemys skirmishers retreated as we camoia ana soon we were engaged with his
main line which we sent to the rijhi- -

u

about capturing aud sending to our rear
quite a number of prisoners

But our line was woefully thinned out
and the enemy being largely reinforced
and our supports not coming to time we
were slowly forced back and only met
our supports after repassing the railroad
too late to do us any good and only just
soon enough to be themselves overborne
and captured by the enemy who over-
whelmingly

¬

reinforced poured out of the
woods like an avalanche and pressed up
to our batteries the initial point of our
cnarge wiiere they were met and re
pulscd by our reserves fut not until all
wc had gained was lost and large num ¬

bers of the brigade which first came to
our assistance have been captured The
4th Me and 07th Po were specially un-
fortunate

¬

in the loss of prisoners and
having returned to the fight with them I
was captured with them

With our colors those of the 11th
Regt after repassing the railroad there
were when I left them and joined the
r7th but five men as I remember Lieut
Col Jackson First Sergt Fleeger Second
Sergt Timblin Privates Sam Shyrock
and Sam Jack Owing to the more ox
posed nature of the ground over which
we advanced our regiment suffered a
greater loss thau any other of the Re-
serve

¬

regiments

III m W --t

m
-- iiTjvjM

passed within few lee who
House field

We now return to the matter of the
charge As compared with Picketts tlfcre
are some points of similarity and many
of difference In point of time ours was
the opening of a great battle his the
close the forlorn hope As to numbers
he had 10000 men wc less than half
many He assaulted an enemy in plain
view in the open without
we a concealed enemy behind both nat-
ural

¬

and artificial protection posted in the
woods Pickett assaulted an enemy de-
moralized

¬

if it had been possible to de-
moralize

¬

him by two days hard fighting
in one of which he had been beaten aud
driven and in the other of which he had
no more than held his ownand by a con-
tinual

¬

cannonade of long duration we as-

saulted
¬

an enemy fresh rested against
whom practically no cannonade had been
directed He assaulted an enemy whom
he had whipped two months before whom
he had led a goose chase of more
than 200 miles and whose

was practically an unknown quan¬

tity to the great bulk of his men we as
saulted an enemy had been victorious
or had retired at his leisure during the
six months then last passed on ground of
his own choosing and under the eyes of
Generals in whom they had the most un-
bounded

¬

confidence Pickett personally
addressed his men urging the import-
ance

¬

nay the absolute necessity of suc-
cess

¬

our General simply said Forward
In his Picketts assault his Hanks

were free from annoyance until the last
supreme moment at the culmination of his
charge we were exposed front flanks
and rear either to artillery or infantry
or both from the very moment we set
out He gained nothing at any time we
broke the enemys first line took a large
number of prisoners held our most ad ¬

vanced position for more than an hour
and retired without Wo

advantnge which if would
have cut the rebel nnny in two and ren ¬

dered its defeat certain His change was
a spectacular drama ours an obscuie but
dreadful tragedy Picketts men at Get-
tysburg

¬

are heroes in history and gods
in song Meades men at
are forgotten by all except a few surviv ¬

ing and a still fewer spec-
tators

¬

of their sublime courage all of
whom linger superfluous on the stage of
action and when these have passed over
to the silent majority the episode will
be forgotten

These reflections were written Rome five
years since for my own delectation and
before I jad any to consult
the authorities Having since had bucIi
opportunity and improved I now make
up a brief of the findings of other peo-
ple

¬

more less ablo and in a position
to speak by the card and shall add such
comments as may to me seem pertinent

find that at some time previous to
the battle of the Pennsyl ¬

vania Reserves had had assigned to duty
with that the 121st and 142d
Pa and there were 15 regi ¬

ments of infantry in the division at that
battle and that they numbered in all
about not to exceed lr00 officers and
enlisted men an average of 300 to a regi-
ment

¬

But as the two new regiments
added to the division must Jiavc had
many more men than any of the original
reserve regiments the average of thete
latter must have been much below 300
Our regiment lost 211 officers and men

GEN MKADE8 RErOUT

Gen Meade In his official report says
This formation referring to the placing

of the Third on the of the
lino of tho First Brigade was barely
executed the enemy opened a sharp
fire from a battery posted on the hights
to our extreme left Copers Amsdens
and Ransoms Batteries
turned on it and after about 30 minutes
rapid firing the enemy abandoned his
guns having had two of his limbers or
caissons blown up As soon as the en ¬

emys guns were silenced the line of in-
fantry

¬

was ordered to the attack The
First Brigade advanced and drove theonemy up to the hights In front The
Second followed to the railroad where
so severe a firo was received on theirright flank that the 4th Regt halted and

fighting In that direction TheThird Brigade advanced and reached near¬

ly tho same point as the First and wa3
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compelled to withdraw for the same rea ¬

son The attack was for a time perfectly
successful The enemy was driven from
the railroad his rifle pits and breastworks
for over half a mile Over 300 prison ¬

ers were taken and several standards
when the advaucing line encountered
heavy of the enemy who
recovering from the effects of our assault
and perceiving both our Hanks unprotect ¬

ed poured in such a destructive lire
all three directions as to compel the line
to fall back which was executed with-
out

¬

confusion
Lieut Col Robt Anderson on whom

lhe command of the ThKd Brigade de ¬

volved on the death of Gen Jackson re-
ports

¬

as follows About 7 oclock orders
were received to change front forward
and form on left of First Brigade which
being accomplished the line moved for
ward receiving as it advanced a heavy ar-
tillery

¬

tire The course taken was across
a clear toward a hill half a mile
away the crest of which was covered
with woods The men steadily advanced
drove the enemy from their position
gained the railroad penetrated into their
camps holding the position against vastly
superior numbers for over an hour when
the last round of ammunition being ex-
hausted

¬

and no support coming up the
brigade was forced to fall back leaving
Gen Jackson dead on the field

I have been unable to find any report
made by Col S M Jackson of our 11th
regiment The Colonel was more of a
fighter than a reporter aud I have al-
ready

¬

mentioned the number under his
command when he got back as far as the
initial point of our charge

STONEWALL JACKSONS REPORT
Gen Stonewall Jackson in his official

report says About 1 oclock the main
attack was made by heavy and rapid dis-
charges

¬

of artillery Infantry advanced
in heavy force The batteries on the
right played on their ranks with destruct- -

l Siw vv

mrMvCVvJajy m

i a feet of gen sat on his gray
Surveying the

as

intrenchments

wild
General-in-Chie- f

who

disorganization
gained hold

Fredericksburg

participants

opportunity

it

or

I
Fredericksburg

organization
consequently

prolongation

before

immediately

Lced4he

reinforcements

from

field

ysa

ive effect The advancing force was visi-
bly

¬

staggered but consisting of the main
body of Franklins Grand Division sup ¬

ported by a portion of Hookers Grand
Division continued to preHS forward and
the struggle became fierce and sanguin-
ary

¬

Before A P Hill closed the inter-
val

¬

between Archers and Lanes Bri ¬

gades it was penetrated and the enemy
pressing forward in overwhelming num-
bers

¬

turned Lanes right and Archers
left Thomass Brigade Trimbles Bri-
gade

¬

Greggs Brigade Brockenbroughs
Brigade Lawtons Brigade Taliaferros
Hokes Walkers and Atkinsons Bri ¬

gades all joined in driving the enemy back
to the railroad

It will be observed that all this oc-

curred
¬

south of the railroad and that 11
brigades of the enemy were engaged and
that this is Stonewall Jacksons own tes-
timony

¬

Now the best map I have seen
of the Fredericksburg battlefield is that
made by the Confederate engineers aud
that shows and shows the truth that no
Union troops except Meades Division
fought Dec 13 south of the railroad in
Jacksons front and so the 11 brigades
mentioned by Jackson fought nobody but
Meades troops south of the railroad And
so what seemed to Stonewall to be the
main body of Franklins Grand Division
supported by a portion of Hookers Grand
Division was Meades three small bri ¬

gades numbering no moro than 4500 men
all told

The Comte de Paris tells what hap ¬

pened to Stonewall both north and south
of the railroad Hear him

Meades Pennsylvanians were well tried
troops As they advanced the Federal ar-
tillery

¬

remained silent for fear of injur-
ing

¬

them and the Confederate guns cov¬

ered them with grape Nothing how-
ever

¬

could r top them The first line of
tho Confederates was pierced Sinclairs
Brigade supported by that of Magilton
dispersed Lanes soldiers while on his left
the Union Gen Jacksons Third Bri ¬

gade having penetrated into the interval
of the enemys line flanked Archers left
drove it back in disorder and pushed on
as far as the military road where it en-
countered

¬

Greggs Brigade In the mean ¬

while Meades right after driving Lanes
Brigade before it had become engaged
with Thomass Brigade which made a
stnnd before him The Pennsylvania Di-
vision

¬

had completely exhausted its
strength Birneys Division had not come
upon a line with the point occupied by
Meade before the attack Meades 5000
soldiers deprived of timely support were
about to lose in an instant all the advan ¬

tages gained by their courage
A portion or Archers Brigade the sol-

diers
¬

of Lane Gregg and BrocUcnbrough
rallied at the appeal of their officers and
there were three strong divisions in their
rear that had not yet been in action
which were hastening to their relief
Whilst Pnxtons Brigade and Taliaferros
was advancing and stopping the Federals
in front Early who on this occasion com¬

manded 12ivells Division fell upon their
left flank with three brigades It was
impossible to withstand such superior
forces four or five times Meades origi ¬

nal number The latter were driven
back upon the railroad and crossed it in
disorder Early at the head of his divi-
sion

¬

and the debris of A P Hillscrossed in pursuit of them
Comment here would be supcrflous but

the debris of A P Hills Division is toogood to let pass without emphasizing it
Laj10 n11 Archer together report a loss

of 9y2 in kilted wounded and missing Of
course none of the other 11 brigades en ¬

gaged with us lost so heavily as these
and Hill reports the entire loss in his di ¬

vision as only 1011 Meades loss was183 more thau 40 per centum of hisentire force
I neglected to say at the proper placeamong my own personal collections

that Gen Lee thought the racket madeby Meade sufficient to warrant him Lee
in making a personal inspection of thesituation and so as I with the other cap ¬

tures of that day was being taken backacross the ground wo had just foughtover won and lost near the military
road I passed within a few feet of GenLee who oat on his gray horse survey ¬
ing the held from a position where he hada full view of the whole plain embraced
between tho Massaponax on the eastDeep Run on the west the Rappahan

nock on the north nZjJnektons line of
battle on the south

No one was near him and he sat as
cool and unmoved as though he were the
Sphinx itself Lots of our own and his
men were lying around him either dead
or so badly wounded as to be uirabe to
drag themselves away

The story of my further experiences in
the rebel lines would be but like a thrice
told tale and has no lot nor parcel in this
history

O

Capturing a Rebel Wagon Master
Editoi National Tiuiiune In Octo-

ber
¬

1SIK5 our regiment- - was camped at
the foot of Waldrous Ridge in the Sc
quachee Valley Teun to protect our
wagon trains coming from Bridgeport
Ala to Chattanooga Tenn at Wheelers
cavalry had destroyed two of our trains
at this point en route from Bridgeport
to the front We were anxious to be re-
lieved

¬

and do something else so we were
ordered over the iidge toward the front
and sent up the Teiines see River above
Chattanooga about eight or 10 miles on
the opposite side of the river We came to
a poiut on the river bank called
Igos Ferry where Wheelers cavalry had
been in the habit of crossing the river
Our regiment was strung along the river
a company in a place Soon after our
company was located we strolled down to
the ferry landing The ferry consisted of
a large flat bottomed boat or skill capable
of holding a dozen or more persons We
had been there but u short time when
there was a signal given from the oppo ¬

site shore that some one wanted to cross
Wo found it was a woman who wished
to come over to our side of the river Capt
Samuel Wilson of our company E and
four or five of the company got into the
boat and crossed While on the other
side they concluded to do n little scout ¬

ing on their own responsibility so they
went inland about a quarter of a mile
when they came to a road where a for-
age

¬

train was passing toward Chatta ¬

nooga loaded with corn and other forage
There was but one white man in sight
and he was in charge of the train The
boys took him in and his horse also hur
ried down to the boat and got the lady
and wagon master in and led the horse
behind making him swim the river They
had just succeeded in getting across to
our side when a company of rebel cavalry
dashed up on the opposite shore aud fired
a few shots but did no harm I have
never seen any account of the nbove af-
fair

¬

published I believe most of the boys
who participated in the capture of that
Quartermaster are still living Lieut Aran
Tyle I know is dead hut am not sure
whether he was one of the crowd or not
I think Nick Smith was one of the
squad that made the raid I understand
he has passed to the beyond I think
sonio of the boys who are more capable
of writing the many incidents of our cam ¬

paigning should contribute to the columns
of The National Tribune L W Arsi
STltoNO Corporal Co E 10th III Ran
dolph Iowa

A Letter and What Came of It
Editor National Tiuiiune I little

dreamed when correcting the statement
of Geo Dallas Mosgrove that I should
attract so much attention Five letters
have been received corroborating my
statements and wishing to correspond or
renew old acquaintance and comradeships
and about as many articles published in
The National Tribune they also confirm-
ing

¬

mine with two exceptions one by
Comrade Wilkins already answered

The above facts indicate in part the
value of The National Tribune to the vet-
erans

¬

I have just answered a long let-
ter

¬

from Comrade J W Blake Ho was
not only of the same company but after
the war wo were fellow citizens and char-
ter

¬

members of a G A R Post but we
had separated lost each others address
and for many years knew nothing of each
other till he saw my name in Thr Na-
tional

¬

Tribune Coirirade JMaxon in the
Aug 15 Tribune states that Col Payne
was placed under arrest at or near Aicks
burg for not obeying an order to have
the regiment in line at 3 a m for in-
spection

¬

after just returning from that
ditch digging He is mistaken as to the
order disobeyed and time and place Com-
rade

¬

Blake has it correct 1 had the en-
tire

¬

correspondence in the New York
Tribune the order to permit slaveholders
to search for their runaway slnvcs the
indorsement of Col Payne in substance
that Congress had passed a resolution that
runaway slaves should be considered con ¬

traband and must not be returned and
being the highest authority he must obey
that the indorsement then of Gen Wil-
liams

¬

Will you obey the order Yes or
no then Col Paynes second indorsement
in about these words I thought my an-
swer

¬

before sufficiently explicit but if it
is not I now say I will not obey the or
der It was that correspondence that led
me a radical anti slavery man to enlist
in tho 4th Wis After Col Payne was
placed under arrest tho boys gathered
around his tent and cheered him He
made them a very neat speech counselling
patience and obedience in his case sure
that all would come out right as it soon
did though in n way ho did not antici-
pate

¬

No braver man ever fought for his
country than Col Payne and Col Bean
his successor who was killed at Port
Hudson was just as brave Also Col
Boardman killed in an ambush nt the
Amite or Comite River I was in those
fights saw what I now write and not
from hearsay but the boys descriptu as
of Baton Rouge and u pretty good mem ¬

ory enabled me to state correctly all I in ¬

tended to in my first article
tended to in my first article J N Lis
coun 1801 Brooklyn Ave Los Angeles
Cnl

Gunboats at Shlloh
Editor National Trihune I see in

the issue of Aug 2 that the the debate
on Shiloh is still open and it seems
that it may not close as long as thero are
two survivors of that conflict living to
carry it on I am of the same opinion as
Comrade M B Loop IStk Ohio as to
hearing the first shot at Shiloh at a dis-
tance

¬

of five miles by a comrade of his
regiment It is known now by nearly all
of the old soldiers who were there that
tho battle was opened by the pickets of
Gen Prentisss Division witli muskets
and not artillery early in the morning
of April 5 1SG2 and soon brought about
the general engagement of Prentisss and
Shermans Divisions with the advancing
Confederate army Both sides now used
artillery and muskets and the roar of
battle could be heard for miles

This cannonading on Sunday morning
had been taken by the troop at a distance
as coming from the gunboats on the Ten ¬

nessee River which is certainly a mistake
Some even call these gunboats ironclads
which is another mistake if I am cor-
rectly

¬

informed My understanding was
and is now that there were no ironclads
at Pittsburg Landing during the battle of
Shiloh and not nearer than Cairo 111
Tho Gunboats Tyler and Lexington which
were the only gunboats engaged at Shiloh
were wooden structures Jhey took their
position a short distance below Pittsburg
Landing near the mbuth of Lick Creek
and opposite a deep ravine and sent their
big shells into the Confederate ranks
This action took place ajjout 3 p m
April 0 1802 and qouhl not have been
performed sooner us our own men would
have been in the wayjoftliu shells About
230 p m on April r0 Stuarts Brigade
what was left of tlem were compelled

to fall back toward the Landing and their
position was soon occupied by the Confed ¬

erates The fact was isoon made known
to the officers of the gunboats and they
let loose the big guns on the Johmiies
Stuarts Brigade to which my regiment
belonged was the extreme left of the
Union Army on Sunday and fought not
far from Lick Creek Jacoh Fink Co
D 55th III 1378 JucksOll Boulevard Phi
cago 111

i
Another Roush Kldor Reports

Editor National Thiiiune Rough
Riding on the Plains 185S is quite in¬

teresting to me as 1 was in the service
nt that time I served in the 1st Cav
Troop A afterward 4th Cav Capt Mc
Intyre Col Sumner in the Kiowa cam
paign 18M During the war I served in
the Army of the Potomac If any of the
old boys of Co A from 1S5S ft iKfiit nn
living I will be please dto hear from them
ju jacobson woousocket R I

MILES AT HARPERS FERRY

The Disaster Caused by McClellans Failure
to Send Asslstares

Editor National Tkiiiune In a re
cent isuo a 0th Mass comrade writes
about the disgraceful surrender of Har ¬

pers Ferry The veteran would not
have expressed himself that way had he
known the facts Having been accused
of reopening the fight and finng at S30
on the morning of Sept 15 and thereby
indirectly causing the death of Col Miles
also having fired the last shot at the en ¬

emy I may be pardoned if I here give
my recollection of the affair

Col Miles was an educated military
man and Colonel of the 2d U S Inf
By special order of the War Departnient
he was placed in command of the Post at
Harpers Ferry on Sept 11 Gen AVhite
a superior in rank joined him with the
forces from Martiusburg Va but did not
assume command The united forces of
all arms made about 11500 men They
were placed in position on Maryland
Hights Loudoun Flats Bolivar Hights
and the outposts toward Frederick

On Sept 12 Jacksons advance appeared
at Halltown on the Winchester Pike on
the 13th Walker took possession of Lou ¬

doun llights and McLaw of Maryland
llights thus completely surrounding the
Ferry with three fifths of Lees army un-

der
¬

his best leader Stonewall Jackson
On the 14th the enemy opeiied fire on

us from every point of the compass and
swept Bolivar flights with a Hank fire
from north to south and south to north
and from the valley fired at our front
and from Loudoun Hights at our rear
Our artillery on Bolivar Hights had no
piotection All of our batteries about 42
guns were in action dmng that day and
one f our limbers exploded In the even-
ing

¬

I was sent down ior more 3 inch am-
munition

¬

on reaching the ordnance officer
I was notified that none was to be had

During the night of the 14th tho posi-

tion
¬

of the guns of our battery was
changed four guns moved to the extreme
right of our line to operate on faugar Ioar
Mountain in the angle of the Potomac
River two guns remained in charge oi a
provisionally appointed Lieutenant not
from our battery near where tho Win¬

chester road crosses Bolivar Hights
At early dawn on the 15th firing com ¬

menced from all sides The enemy had
brought 10 guus of A P Hills Divi-
sion

¬

to Loudoun Flats within 000 yards
of our left llank that rested on the She ¬

nandoah River These guns opened fire
and our provisional Lieutenant who had
served in the Austrian artillery as Lieu-
tenant

¬

at Margenta or Salferino in 1850
but now an officer in the Garibaldi
Guard could not stand the lire from every
direction and in his broken English called
to the boys at the guns Mein Gott in
Himmcl kum run boys and hunt shel-
ter

¬

The boys left the guns and sought
protection in the numerous gullies on the
hights I r as with the Captain and the
four guns on the right near the Potomac
River and not hearing the firing of the
other guns I saluted the Captain and
asked permission to go to the other guns
to see what was the matter This was
granted and I rode away in great haste
On reaching the guns I found them aban ¬

doned I looked for the cannoneers and
non commissioned officers and soon found
them and brought them to their guns
Tho firing at this time had ceased on both
sides all along the line During the half- -

hour of silence the enemy on Loudoun
Flats had brought his 10 guns close and
within about 400 yards of our left flank
As soon as I had sufficient men I opened
fire again We had fired but a few shots
when all tho enemys guns from every
uintii oi tiled on us Soon after this
Col Miles who had been in consultation
with Gen White at a little graveyard on
the road walked up to where I was in
charge of the two guns the provisional
Lieutenant had not shown up at the fir-
ing

¬

mid used these words Orderly
cease firing We have to surrender I
was then Orderly Sergeant of the 15th
Ind Battery Just then the loaded gun
was fired the gunners aiming toward
Gen Jackson near the little church
Corpl Johnson of Gun No 3 remarked

General we should not surrender wo
came here to fight

Col Miles at the time was pale and to
me he seemed the saddest man that I had
ever seen He remarked Jess we would
like to but looking over to Maryland
Hights and Sharpsburg there is no re-
lief

¬

in sight
With this he pulled a white handker-

chief
¬

out of his pocket waved it at the
enemy and walked to the point whero tho
pike crosses Bolivar Hights At the
sight of tho white handkerchief the reb
els yelled like they never did before The
enemy s guns on Maryland Hights and
Loudoun Flats continued firing and dur-
ing

¬

his walk to our left about 25 yards
distance Col Miles was wounded by a
piece of shell and three days later died
of the wound Soon after a Hag bearer
carried up tho rebel standard near our
guns and the enemys firing ceased A
cook of the 111th N Y the regiment was
in tho trenches cut a piece of a tent and
tied it in a tree near by us It was about
830 a m when Col Miles shook his
white handkerchief Gen AVhite a few
minutes before rode out on the Winches-
ter

¬

Pike to perfect the surrender with
Jackson

Up to that time not a move had been
made by Gen McClellans army for our
relief Although Franklins Corps was
within five miles of Maryland Hights not
a gun had been fired to assist us The
whole blamo for the Harpers Ferry af¬

fair should bo placed where it properly
belongs first to the AVar Department
second to the Gcnernl-in-Clii- third to
Gen McClcllan fourth to Franklin and
Burnside

AVhen Jackson rode over Bolivar nights
wc stood by the road and gaped at him
Emmery Matlock of our battery re-
marked

¬

Boys he is not much for looks
but if he had been in command of us we
would not have been caught in this trap

xuere wero liuut men at Harpers
Ferry just as eager to firo tho last shot
as I was tho same 11000 would as read
ily nave died for the cause as Col Miles

The records of these regiments and hnt--
tcrles in later battles prove my assertion
If a Grant a Sherman or a Sheridan
had been in command of McClellans
army he no doubt would have marched
it necessary an night to our relief as
the army against us was three fifths of
Lees nnny How much was there left
for McClellans whole army to fight Mc- -
uiellan Knew on Kept jtf two days be-
fore

¬

that Lee had crippled himself If
thero was any disgrace it must be that
the Army of the Potomac did not destroy
the remainder of Lees array while Jack-
son

¬

was at Harpers Ferry
The enemy claimed to have captured 73

pieces of artillery at Harpers Ferry This
is in line with their usual Annanias stor
ies ihere were many old guns left at
the arsenal when destroyed in 1801
among these some brass pieces that I
have seen with the year 1802 and

htraslmrg cast on the nieces near th
trunnions All these wre counted in
with the 73 the total serviceable guns
surrendered was about 42 The enemy
was liberal to us to get rid of us He
loaned us good teams to earn- - our liii
gngc and received bad ones in return A
numlici- - of officers carried off Government
horses as private property hiding tho

U S with blankets but did not turn
the horses over until the Government got
iiuer iiiem une oi inese otucers served
later in Sing Sing where he claimed to
speak seven lnnguages but the AVarden
informed him that one language was
more than tlHv heard in that institution

They have tried to brand Miles u trai-
tor

¬

but he was as much of a patriot as
Stanton Halleck McClellan or the rest
of his accusers and would have proven
this if he had lived Fred AA Four
7th Ind 1st Lieutenant 15th Ind Bat-
tery

¬

and Congressional Medalist St
Louis Mo

Why Dont They Write
narry S Lutz of Tiffin Ohio writes

that he sees nothing from the 120th Pa
He would be pleased to hear from com-
rades

¬

of that regiment through the col-
umns

¬

of The National Tribune
Comrade F J Richards of Aran Buren

Ind writes that he sees nothing of the
9th N Y Cav He would like to see
something in The National Tribune from
Co G
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55th Ohio
Volunteers

37th
Vol

r 3s x

Col F J
Too high an

estimate cannot
be placed upon
the virtues of Dr
Miles Nervine
which I am

thankful to say has proven a very great
Jionnfit tn mv wife in restoring her over- -

rf -

use

all

taxed nervous system ro a noraiinuuur time wa3 comptey relieved nppetito
lion It affords me great satisfaction to KOod trace of nrv ati feeling
give this testimony L J Close llays fi Heartilv recommend any

wis comrades needing it THOMAS

Wis
Co G

Cav

I a sun-
stroke

¬

at Peters-
burg

¬

Aa July
30th 1S04
was in the ¬

four months
My heart was badly affected then rheu-
matism

¬

set in and my heart was never
right after A years ago I took a
course of Dr Miles Nervine and Heart
Cure and have since enjoyed better
health than at any time since the war
J L SrcxcKR Platteville AAis

85th Ind
Vol Co I

months during
treated results induced

began taking Nervine Nervine

James

ist Mass
Vol Ii

9th
Co L

ov

Close Hays Kans

had

and
hospi-

tal

few

years ago now am free from heart trou
I taken with hie Eli P Badcock Avoca
a severe attae K

of nervous pros-
tration

¬

and palpi-
tation

¬

of the
heart and was confined to the house
seven which time I was

by failed help meI Dr try Miles must say
UUICU UU illicit IMlClik UJUlUak l L UUIC

In a few weeks I was as well I ever
was Marshall 111

Co

I suffered for
a number of

with heart
trouble palpita
tion shortness of
breath and inter--

td

no
to

to to

as

mitting pulse and rho iIes fever and
pain wnuc lying on leit siue nmscuar Afterward heart
ing Dr Miles Heart developed was shapamy heart was to its normal i beRan Dr jnles Hearthas improved my health in cnro and Xcrva mid Pills
many ways aud I consider it a rem
edy L C Beckwitii Thomaston
Conn

W a s badly
wounded and
left the service a
nervo u s wreck
Grew
worse could not

sleep lost appetite hnnds trembled so
could scarcely feed myself Thought I
should lose my Tried Dr Miles
Nervine and It helped me After using

fol-
lowed

troubled

remedies

distance

it a few weeks felt more like 27 trouble Rev77 National Home Bangor
ny old will us will receive the

toms treatment and all diseases tho and also
blanks for medical together a sample Dr Miles Pillsthat is euro headache and all Miles

Co Elkhart Ind

A Prisoner In Libby
Editor National Tribune bat-

tle
¬

of was fought July 1 2
I passed safely

the but on 17 while
the Army the was pursuing
Lee south fell into the hands of the
rebels Pickets had been
in front of the south of Thor-
oughfare

¬

Gap The Quartermaster my-
self

¬

and an escort went out that
these pickets were all right as we
reached the post it was attacked by a

a brigade cavalry My
horse was shot through the fore shoulder
and I was taken prisoner

That night I was taken the Bull
Run Mountains whero we were given a
good supper and afterward we were re-
galed

¬

some music by ladies of
the homo bedtime when we were
given a place to That was the last
good nights rest for us for 10 long weary
months AVe had bidden good by the
old flag and were penetrating deeper into
the so called Southern Confederacy

The second day we reached Culpeper
We had heard much about this place
but upon entering the town we were

disappointed Wo found only a
few frame houses these very
old and AVo slept on the
floor of old storeroom the next
morning took up our journey for
raand and Libby Prison at
we reached the residence a physician

young ladies came out and asked
us What are youns down here fighting
weuns for I told them nothing was
further our thoughts that we
would not them

AVe entered the home where we passed
tho night was a cousin of
the young ladies and Adjutant
on Kwcll s staff

AVe were up early in the morning and
on tho road agaiu About noon we struck
a railroad and without further mishap
or adventure we reached Richmond that
eveniDg AVe left the enrs and started
on the road at lamplight AVe passed

xnuuder and soon saw Libby
looming up in me gloaming At the en ¬

trance wc were scaie-he-- and all our ¬

were taken fiom us AVe were
tiieu sent upstairs a guard As soon
as we were sight the prisoners on
the upper floor they began shout

Fresh fish fresh fish 1
had fish for supper but was sadlv dis-
appointed

¬

nothing to eat for 24
hours then got a loaf of bread
about as large as tho biscuit my mother
used was a boy That
night I lay upon the that
prison aud hungry thinking I would
soon be paroled aud permitted to
North but my holies were not realized
It war 19 weary months before
saw the old flag again AVhile in Libby
an assault was made me which
I suffered since AVe were
called downstairs at some boxes
which had arrived in Richmond directed

Libby and intended for some of the
prisoners One box was for me It was
said to contain a suit sent bv

hands the North boxes
had been broken open and all marks de-
stroyed

¬

that would tell who they were
ior viewing tne wreck of our

12th
Vol Co A

Co

ex ¬

cessive o
tobacco I becamo
very nervous my

was
could not sleep

and was out of sorts Began taking
Dr Miles Nervine a very short

ousness
Nervine

return

shall Hospital Dpt National
Wis

3rd NY Lgt
ArtIyBatA

32d

and

bad

and

Mar- -
Honie

Army life
brought on ¬

ic rheumatism
which was ¬

by heart
disease in

form My legs swelled the anklo
up I had sharp pains in left side short¬

ness of breath and smothering
spells Did not lie down for three months
Began taking Dr Miles Heart Cure and

was Y

tUU

III Vol
G

Ind
Vol

Owing

stomach

sciat

severe

Five

I have been
with

nervous d e biiity
since leaving
army Many

doctors triedphysicians with little AVas finally
Then Miles Dr and

Sijis

years

mind

ever

ever
the

that I feel better since using it than for
many years before Ciias R Leslie
Lebanon 111

130th
Co F

but

I have not
seen a well day
since 1SG4 when
I was
after having had
measles d i a r--

smothering sensations bilious fever
Aiieriah- - rheumatism

several bottles of g- and I in bad
Cure restored until takin
condition It Tiror Sinca

great

III

steadily

and through

Potomac

stationed

and

and

val-
uables

thought

had

loving

life has been more bearable They
are great AV Heruan
Ravanna Kan

10th 64th
Wis Vol

My heart was
so bad that
could not walk
any nor
climb stairs had
sharp pains in

chest aud side could not sleep lying
down and had great shortness breath
After taking four bottles Dr Miles
Nervine ami ni hf ef Piirj T wn

I thau cured of heartFrank Gay AVis B F Baxter AVis
soldier who write describing svmp

cure of of nerves heart symptom
free advice with of Pain aremedy absolutely guaranteed pain Dr

Medical

The
Gettysburg

3 1S03
engagement Aug

of
I

well
army just

to see
Just

part of of rebel

to

with two
until

rest

to

much
appearing

dilapidated
an

Rich
Just dusk

of
Two

from
hurt

The owner
General

just
uastio

witli
in of

to
they

I
I

to bake when I
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from

severe

practically
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discharged

then
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of
of
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pamphlets

to

crushed hopes Turner the man in com-
mand

¬

at Libby gave the command to
Get back to your room As I was

looking very attentively at the almost
empty boxes I did not hear him and he
ordered the guard to Bayonet kill
him The guard came at me on a dead
run and before I could gather myself
ho struck me making an ugly wound on
my hip I being stouter than he
wrenched the bayonet from his hand and
I got away from him without further
hurt I have written this in hopes that
it will meet the eye of some of my com-
rades

¬

in Libby who will remember the
incident of the bayonet attack by the
rebel soldier Wm Nyce First Lieuten ¬

ant 2d N Y Cav Caldwell Kan

J S Mitchell Westmoreland Kan
has the original discharge papers o
Thomas Campion Co G 4th Pa Cav
and AVilliam 31 Stoncbraker Co A 173d
Ohio which ho will return to owners
upon their application

Mr Ilnnter 13 a hnstler had 117 cases
allowed in one day Ho is at the Depart ¬

ment each day looking up neglected and
rejected cases He uses all the testimony on
file and will look up yours Fee due whoa
you get your money Write at once

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension and Patent Attorney

Washington D C
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